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YIZTNANESE ARMY CLASE WITH QUANG TRI "REBELS"

I. Press reports of 8 March quote "informed sources” in
Saigon as stating tbat fighting has broken out between
Gevernment forces and "rebel auxiliary troops” in Aannam's
Quang Tri province, sear the 17th paralle truce demarca-
tion line, |
A, The Diem Government is reported to have despatched

seven erack battalions, supported by arnﬂr.und artil-
lexry, to put down the uprising.

1X. There is no apparent connection between thiﬁ-cln&k in the
north and the chrenic friction between Diem and the meveral
srmed sects around Saigon, in Cochinchiana. Instead, it
appesars to be i hangover Ifrom Diem's dispute with then

| chief of Staff Hinh, in Sept-Nov 'S4,
A. Three weeks ago, s Yietnamese arsy officer, Major
Pasn Yan Bon--~commander of 810th Battalion and pro-
Rish in sentiment-~deserted his post at Faifo (nanr
the scene of the icpartod clash) taking some of his

troops with him,

25X1

2 @ Be Following this inacident, Vieinamese Army units on
“\\i ? g pacification duty in the area were given the addi-
ng @gg N tional mimion of capturing the Major and his deserters.
§§%‘§§ C. Because the commander in the area, Colonel Nguyen Quang
§ §§§E :; :- i Hoanh, is violently anti-Hinh and pro-Diem, it was ex-
HANCHE &

pected that this new mizaion would be pressed,
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$1X1. Pleturs is further complicated by tht ﬁi—lcn} presence in
Quang Tri of a guerrilla grce@‘f@ oatrolled by the Dal Vist
party, a nationalistic group once strong in Tonkin and
aot represseated in Piem's regime,

A. Although the Dai Viet party has not previously
sarried on armed resistance, reports have stated that
the greup in Quang Tri totals 2,000 effectives and
4,000 partly trained reservists, who have obinined
arms from Viet Minh caches.

B. A pessible connection between this "Dai Viet maquis”
and the pro-Hinh deserters is provided by a report
that, on 4 Ped, the 610tk battalion was disarmed and
dispersed because of the puspicion that it was aiding
the "Dal Viet maquis.”

IV, These developments should net have an immediate damaging
effect on the stability of the Himnh goverasent. ﬁw&wn,
the suppreasion of a "rebel™ group in the porth could
provs s serious drain on the resources of Diem's govern-
ment, vhich simultaneously faces emergent dissidence
anong the secis in the south,
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